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CL Moir has been writing for over 20 years. She was 
born in Bristol and now lives in Herefordshire. Old and 

Ugly is her first novel.  

Behind the Hat Press was established in 2020. Our aim is 
to publish literary fiction that we want to read: stories 
that engage with plot, character and word; intelligent 
stories written to inspire and entertain.   

We publish beautifully crafted stories in beautifully 
made, hardback, clothbound editions.  

In the 1973, teenagers Ange and Elizabeth are 
persuaded to enter the Miss Sladport-on-Sea Beauty 
Pageant by local entrepreneur, Spencer. When Ange is 
crowned the most beautiful woman in Sladport, Spencer 
promises her a life of fame and fortune – which he 
delivers. Within months, Ange is crowned The Most 
Beautiful Woman in the World. 

Forty years later, Ange is unexpectedly invited to a 
reunion of old friends: Elizabeth - now married to 
Spencer - and the three school friends who stormed the 
pageant, throwing flour bombs and insults in protest at 
its objectification of women. 

Old and Ugly is the story of that re-union - and the story 
of Ange’s life. 

Hilarious and laughable, conceited and 
fearful,  feisty  and (some might say) a fool for the 
admiration of men, Ange must finally confront the truth 
about her fantastical life of glamour and good fortune 
to be freed from its secrets – and freed from the man 
who made her, then broke her.  

Irreverent and moving, disturbing and joyful, you've 
probably never read anything quite like it... 
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